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Detailed information, links, and instructions are at:

https://AugustaScienceAcademy.com/GaSSO/

If you still have any questions, PLEASE email GaSSO@aSCIENCEa.com.

Short cuts to sections of this document:
Pledging
Donating
Filing Your Taxes

If You Do Your Own Taxes
If Using a Tax Preparer
Business Taxes

https://portal.georgiasso.com/home/school/augusta-science-academy
https://AugustaScienceAcademy.com/gasso/
mailto:GaSSO@aSCIENCEa.com


Pledging:

Pledging opens May 1 of the year prior to the year of the donation and ends
December 31 of the year prior to the year of the donation.
(For example, if you want to pledge for 2026, you can anytime between May 1, 2025 and December 2025,
but PLEASE pledge BEFORE the end of November 2025 so that you have time to make corrections if there
is a problem with the computer entries, which happens sometimes.)

Go directly to the Augusta Science Academy GaSSO page
(https://portal.georgiasso.com/home/school/augusta-science-academy) and
click “Make a Pledge”.

For 2026 GaSSO has updated their website.
 If you have an existing GaSSO account:
Click “Sign In” at the top of the page. This takes you to the sign-in page.
 For 2026 GaSSO has updated their website so you will need to reset your
password by clicking “forgot password”.

 If you are new to GaSSO:
Click “Create Account”.
 Enter your name, and email, then click “Sign Up”. You will received and
email “Notifications Georgia SSO New User” with your user name “your
email address” and a new password.

On the GaSSO Sign In page enter email and password. Click “Sign In”.
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On the GaSSO main page, click “Submit Pledge” then click “New Pledge”.
 If you are existing user verify the information shown is correct, correct any
incorrect information, check the box near the bottom, click “Submit Pledge”.

 If you are an new to GaSSO, fill in your tax filing status,your name (and your
spouse’s name if you file your taxes jointly) and your Social Security number
(and spouse’s SSN if you file jointly) exactly as on file with the Georgia
Department of Revenue, check the box near the bottom, click “Submit
Pledge”.

When you pledge, we ask that you pledge the maximum pledge based on your
tax filing status. Because you will only be approved for a percentage of
whatever amount you pledge. And that percentage has been decreasing each
year. After you receive your maximum donation amount, you can decide how
much (if any) to donate.

2023 73% of pledge amount approved.
2024 67% of pledge amount approved.
2025 53% of pledge amount approved.
2026 Will be determined in January 2026, expected to be less than 50%
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GA DOR Pledge Approval Letter

In early January of the year you
pledge for, you will receive a letter
from the Georgia Department of
Revenue
(see example letter on the left).

It will include the maximum amount
you are approved to donate. You do
NOT have to donate this maximum
amount.

It asks you to donate within 60 days.

It will include your certification
number that you need to make your
donation.
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Donating:

The Approval Letter from the Georgia Department of Revenue (GA DOR)
requires you donate within the first 60 days after approval (by about mid-March)
Although, donations have been made as later in the past; for 2026 the
Georgia Department of Revenue will be enforcing the 60 day maximum.

Go directly to the Augusta Science Academy GaSSO page
(https://portal.georgiasso.com/home/school/augusta-science-academy) and
click “Fund a Pledge”. (If you go in through this link, Augusta Science Academy will
automatically be the school you donate to.)

You will need to enter your certification number from the GA DOR letter
received in early January (see earlier example here).
The website will show:

If you do not know your certification
number email
GaSSO@aSCIENCEa.com, to request
the certification number be sent you.
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Maximum approved donation amount
shown.

Verify name(s), Social Security number(s),
address, email address, and phone
number.

Make sure “Augusta Science Academy -
Martinez” is selected.

The form defaults to the
maximum approved donation
amount, even if you have
previously made a partial
payment(s).

Enter the amount you want to
donate at this time. You can
make a partial payment now and
return again to make another
partial payment later
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Select your payment method:
Credit Card, PayPal, or ACH.

ACH is automatic withdrawl from your bank
checking account.

ASA recommends using ACH.
Enter your bank Name, routing number and
account number.
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Credit Card and PayPal incur a 3.5% fee, that is why ASA recommends ACH.
PayPal may have a 6 months interest free option for qualified users.
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Tax Receipt Letter & Tax Forms

In late January or early February of
the year after the year you made you
donation, you will receive a tax
receipt letter and your QEE-TP1 and
QEE-SSO1 tax forms from the
Georgia Student Scholarship
Organziation (GaSSO)
(see example QEE-SO1 form left).

It will include the amount you
donated.

It also shows the maximum amount you were
allowed to donate.

You do NOT need to include the letter
and tax forms when you file, but you
DO need to keep for your records.
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Filing Your Georgia State Taxes:
The following State of Georgia Tax Information is provided for your reference and is not to be taken as Tax Advice. Georgia Student Scholarship

Organization strongly encourages you to consult your Tax Advisor or accountant for official tax guidance.

Your contribution qualifies you for the Georgia Qualified Education Expense Credit. This tax credit can be claimed on your Georgia Individual Income

Tax Form 500 electronic tax document.

Electronic Filing
Electronic Filing is mandatory for taxpayers claiming this credit. Individual taxpayers that electronically file their tax return do not have to submit

Form IT-QEE-SSO1. Form IT-QEE-SSO1 shall be maintained by the taxpayer and made available upon request by the Commissioner. For additional

information, please click on the following Link: GA Qualified Education Expense Tax Credit

Electronic Filing Software: The Georgia Department of Revenue provides an approved list of Tax Filing software. You can find the software vendor list

here: State of GA Approved Tax Software Vendors

State of Georgia Tax Documents
Form IT-QEE-SSO1: This tax document is provided to you by Georgia Student Scholarship Organization and confirms your contribution. Retain a

copy of this document for your records for use as needed.

Form IT-QEE-TP2: This tax document is used to compute the income tax credit for qualified education expenses. You can find a copy of this

document at the following location: IT-QEE-TP2 Tax Document Tax Filing software that includes an electronic version of this document as satisfies

the filing requirement. Please consult your tax advisor for additional information on the allowable tax credits for your tax filing status.

Form 500 – This tax document is the State of Georgia Individual Income Tax Return Document. This document can be found at the following

location: Georgia Individual Income Tax Form 500 The State of Georgia requires that this form must be filed electronically to take advantage of the

Georgia Qualified Education Expense Credit. Georgia Student Scholarship Organization strongly encourages you to consult your tax advisor or

electronic tax processor to ensure that you are achieving the maximum benefit of your tax credit. Thank you for continuing to support Georgia

Student Scholarship Organization and our efforts to ensure that you have a choice in the improving the continuing education of our State of Georgia

Students.
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Example of Tax basics.

Total Income: $105,000
Deductions: $5,000
Adjusted Income: $100,000

$6,000 Taxes owed from tax table or calculation

In this example, $6,000 is the Tax Liability (Tax credits cannot exceed tax
liability). ANYONE that has a tax liability to Georgia is eligible for the tax
credit, regardless if the tax return shows they owe taxes or are getting a
refund.)

Example 1: Example 2:
Taxes withheld on W-2: $4,000 $7,000
w/o GaSSO donation: $2,000 owed $1,000 refund

GaSSO donation: $3,902

w/ GaSSO donation: $1,902 REFUND $4,902 REFUND
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For a tax credit, Georgia
REQUIRES you to file
electronically (do not
mail in your Georgia
Tax forms, you must
send electronically!)
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If you do your own taxes:

On the Georgia Credits section look for “Education Expenses Credit”.
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You will need the QEE-TP1 and QEE-SSO1 forms you received in
January/February from GaSSO (see earlier example here).
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Enter information from your QEE-SSO1 form.
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For personal taxes, you cannot use your donation as a deduction on your
Federal Tax return. (Business tax payers can, please consult your tax preparer.)
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If you donated in prior years but did not get your full tax credit, you can utilize
the Georgia Credit Carry forward process.
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Enter the tax year you donated in and select the “Qualified Education Expense
Credit” and enter the amount of your donation that you have not already
received as a credit.
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Example of taking tax credit in current and previous year.
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Information to give to tax preparer:
GA DOR Pledge Approval Letter (see earlier example)
GaSSO Tax Receipt
GaSSO QEE-SSO1 (see earlier example)
GaSSO QEE-TP1

They must file electronically.
GA 2024 Tax Form 500:
https://apps.dor.ga.gov/FillableForms/PDFViewer/Index?form=2024GA500

GA Tax Form QEE-TP2: https://dor.georgia.gov/it-qee-tp2

Links for Business Taxes:
 Business Contributions
 Business Federal Tax Information
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